
PERIOD 1- Mid-20th Century US Foreign Policy DBQ  
Directions:  The question below is based on the accompanying documents.  Your response should do the following: 

   
 Contextualization:  Explain broader historical events or developments relevant to the question. 

 Thesis:  Present a historically defensible claim and respond to all parts of the question. 

 Argument Development:  Explain the relationships among historical evidence relating to your thesis. 

 Use of Documents:  Use at least six of the documents to support your thesis or relevant arguments. 

 Sourcing of Documents:  Explain the significance of the Point of View, Purpose, historical Context and/or Audience for 

at least four documents. 

 Outside Evidence:  Provide examples beyond those found in the documents to support your arguments. 

 

Under normal circumstances, you would have 60 minutes to write the DBQ…given the situation, I can’t monitor the time, 

but you are encouraged to NOT spend much more than an hour on this.  You can handwrite your response & take a 

picture OR type and share. Responses are due before midnight Tuesday 3/24.  E-mail responses (or reasons you can’t do 

this now) to mkelemen@tamdistrict.org 

 

 

Evaluate the level of success achieved by the United States government in meeting its foreign policy 

goals from 1940 to 1955. 

 

 

Document 1 

Source:  Dr. Seuss, PM Magazine (October, 1941) 

 

 
 

 

Document 2 
SOURCE:  U.S. Declaration of War on Japan (December, 1941) 

 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of American in Congress assembled, that 

the states of war between the United States and the Imperial Government of Japan which has thus been thrust upon the 
United States is hereby formally declared; and the President is hereby authorized and directed to employ the entire 

naval and military forces of the United States and the resources of the Government to carry on war against the Imperial 

Government of Japan; and, to bring the conflict to a successful termination, all of the resources of the country are 

hereby pledged by the Congress of the United States. 
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Document 3 

Source:  US Army General JH Burns to President Franklin Roosevelt (1943) 

Russia’s position in War II is in marked contrast with that which she occupied in War I. She collapsed before the 
termination of War I and had no effect whatsoever in the final defeat of Germany, which was accomplished by the 

Allies without her assistance. In War II Russia occupies a dominant position and is the decisive factor looking toward 
the defeat of the Axis in Europe. While in Sicily the forces of Great Britain and the United States are being opposed by 

2 German divisions, the Russian front is receiving attention of approximately 200 German divisions. Whenever the 

Allies open a second front on the continent, it will be decidedly a secondary front to that of Russia; theirs will continue 

to be the main effort. Without Russia in the war, the Axis cannot be defeated in Europe, and the position of the United 

Nations becomes precarious. 

Similarly, Russia’s post-war position in Europe will be a dominant one. With Germany crushed, there is no power in 

Europe to oppose her tremendous military forces. It is true that Great Britain is building up a position in the 

Mediterranean vis-à-vis Russia that she may find useful in balancing power in Europe. However, even here she may 

not be able to oppose Russia unless she is otherwise supported. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Document 4 
Source:  President Truman’s Address to a Joint Session of Congress (1947) 

 

The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today necessitates my appearance before a joint session of 
the Congress. The foreign policy and the national security of this country are involved.  One aspect of the present 

situation, which I wish to present to you at this time for your consideration and decision, concerns Greece and Turkey.  

The United States has received from the Greek Government an urgent appeal for financial and economic 
assistance. Preliminary reports from the American Economic Mission now in Greece and reports from the American 

Ambassador in Greece corroborate the statement of the Greek Government that assistance is imperative if Greece is to 

survive as a free nation… 
As a result of these tragic conditions, a militant minority, exploiting human want and misery, was able to create 

political chaos which, until now, has made economic recovery impossible.  Greece is today without funds to finance 

the importation of those goods which are essential to bare subsistence. Under these circumstances the people of Greece 

cannot make progress in solving their problems of reconstruction…. 
The very existence of the Greek state is today threatened by the terrorist activities of several thousand armed men, 

led by Communists, who defy the government's authority at a number of points, particularly along the northern 

boundaries. A Commission appointed by the United Nations Security Council is at present investigating disturbed 
conditions in northern Greece and alleged border violations along the frontier between Greece on the one hand and 

Albania, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia on the other. 

 

 
 

 

 

Document 5 



Source:  Photograph of people in West Berlin watching a US C-54 Skymaster land at Tempelhof Airport (1948) 

 
 

Document 6 
Source: President Eisenhower addressing to the American Society of Newspaper Editors (1953) 

 
Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who 

hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed.  This world in arms is not spending money alone. It is 

spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children. The cost of one modern heavy 
bomber is this: a modern brick school in more than 30 cities. It is two electric power plants, each serving a town of 

60,000 population. It is two fine, fully equipped hospitals. It is some fifty miles of concrete pavement. We pay for a 

single fighter with a half-million bushels of wheat. We pay for a single destroyer with new homes that could have 

housed more than 8,000 people. . This is not a way of life at all, in any true sense. Under the cloud of threatening war, 
it is humanity hanging from a cross of iron. 

 

 

Document 7 
Source: Sect. of State John Foster Dulles (1954) 

 

 

      We need allies and collective security. Our purpose is to make these relations more effective, less costly. This can 

be done by placing more reliance on deterrent power and less dependence on local defensive power...This is accepted 
practice so far as local communities are concerned. We keep locks on our doors, but we do not have an armed guard in 

every home. We rely principally on a community security system so well equipped to punish any who break in and 

steal that, in fact, would be aggressors are generally deterred. That is the modern way of getting maximum protection 
at a bearable cost.  

     What the Eisenhower administration seeks is a similar international security system. We want, for ourselves and the 

other free nations, a maximum deterrent at a bearable cost…Local defense will always be important. But there is no 
local defense which alone will contain the mighty land power of the Communist world. Local defenses must be 

reinforced by the further deterrent of massive retaliatory power…The way to deter aggression is for the free 

community to be willing and able to respond vigorously at places and with means of its own choosing.  

 


